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seizure of Lyons. Accordingly in September the Guises caused
the King of Navarre and the Prince of Conde to be sum-
moned by the King to the court (which was then at Orleans),
the King stating that he wished them to come and refute their
accusers, and promising them a safe-conduct and a friendly
reception. Catherine could not have known what the Guises
meant to do, nor would they have dreamed of letting her
know it, and she no doubt did not believe that they would
dare to take the lives of princes of the blood royal; for when
Navarre and his brother showed reluctance to come, she
wrote begging them to do so as the King wished it so much,
and that she and all the court would receive them hospitably.
On their arrival at court Conde was at once seized under the
orders of the Duke of Guise, and thrown into prison as a
preliminary to his execution for high treason; while for the
King of Navarre, who could not be thus accused, the Guises
had another plan. So far from Catherine having plotted to
take the lives of Conde and the King of Navarre, as has been
maintained,33 her subsequent conduct in this affair com-
pletely disproves the assertion.34

The plot to which the Guises persuaded Francis to agree,
and which they carefully kept concealed from Catherine,
knowing that she would find means to frustrate it, was that
he should summon Navarre to come to his apartment in a
private manner and unattended. The only attendants on the
King would be themselves and the Marshal de Saint-Andre.
Francis was to reproach Navarre with the state of the coun-
try, and then in a sudden rage to strike him with his dagger,
when the other three would assail him as defenders of the
King's person, and despatch him.

But Catherine heard of the plot just in time. She hastily
sent the Duchess of Montpensier to warn Navarre of it, and
, told him not to go when an invitation came to him from the
King; at the same time she herself went to her son and used
all her powers to prevent him from obeying the Guises' com-
mands in this matter. The account of what took place, and